Medieval Philosophy

Study Questions: Set #1

Vedanta Philosophy

(1) What is Vedanta? What was the historical context in which it emerged?

(2) What are some of the basic claims of Vedanta?

(3) What are the sacred textual sources for Vedanta philosophy?

(4) What are the two main divisions of Vedanta philosophy? What are three important differences between these two main divisions of Vedanta?

(5) What is Brahman? What is Brahman’s relation to the universe?  

(6) What is Atman?  What is the relationship between Atman and Brahman?

(7) How do the Upanishads view human nature? (Include avidya, false ego, karma, and samsara concepts)

(8) What is the goal of life according to the Upanishads? How is it achieved?

(9) Are there any indications of personal theism in the Upanishads? Explain.

(10) How does the Bhagavad Gita contribute to the evolution of the concept of God in Hinduism?

