Possible Responses to Gaunilo’s “Lost Island” Objection
(1) Anselm’s ontological argument involves the idea of something than which none greater can be conceived.  Gaunilo’s argument involves the idea of something than which a greater thing of that sort can’t be conceived.
A. Greatest possible island = an island than which none greater can be conceived

B. Greatest possible being = a being than which none greater can be conceived.
Perhaps there is an island than which none greater can be conceived, but it doesn’t follow that there isn’t something else greater than the island.  Hence, there is a lack of symmetry between Anselm’s argument and Gaunilo’s argument.

(2) An island is, by definition, a finite thing, and no finite thing can have infinite perfection. Hence, it is not possible for there to be an island than which none greater can be conceived.

Cf. A hockey player than which none greater can be conceived.  Is this coherent?

(3) The great making properties of an island do not have intrinsic maximums.  So it is not possible for there to be an island than which none greater can be conceived.

Property Q with an intrinsic maximum = df. a property Q such that if a thing X has Q, neither X nor any other thing can surpass X with respect Q.

Examples: personhood, being salty, and being a triangle.
What lacks an intrinsic maximum? Integers, for example.
There is no integer a greater than which cannot be conceived.  You can always conceive of a greater integer. 

Island Greatness

The greatness of an island will consist in many properties that do not admit of having an intrinsic maximum, e.g., ensemble of fresh fruit (including oranges presumably to prevent scurvy), fresh water supply, sheltered areas, materials out of which one can make tools. But none of these are properties with intrinsic maximums.

Example:  If the greatness of an island consists in its having fresh fruit, for whatever island we conceive of as having x-number of fruit, we can conceive of yet another island having x+1 fruit, and x+2 fruit, and so on.  Can we conceive of an island that is unsurpassable in its quantity of fruit?  No, for we can always conceive of another island that has more.

Greatest Possible Being

By contrast, properties such as knowledge and power have intrinsic maximums.  Suppose that for any true proposition p, S knows that p.  In this case S has a degree of knowledge that is completely unsurpassable.  The same with power. Goodness? Not clear.

So Anselm’s God has at least some great making properties with intrinsic maximums.  The same apparently cannot be said for islands.

