Islamic Philosophy
I. Developments, Thinkers, and Movements

A. Translation of Greek philosophical texts (Aristotle and Plato) into Arabic beginning in the 8th century CE.

B. Five Important Thinkers: Al-Kindi (c. 801-866), Al-Farabi (c. 870-950), Avicenna (980-1037), Al-Ghazali (1058-1111), and Averroes (1126-1198).

C. Movements

1. Mutakallimun (or Kalam): Koran as the starting point but rigorous use of reason to explicate and defend Islamic doctrines. E.g., Al-Ghazali.

2. Falsafa: Reason as the starting point. Koran must be brought into harmony with Greek philosophy (Aristotle and neoplatonism).  E.g., Al-Farabi, Avicenna.

II. Neoplatonist Doctrines: Emanationism and the Eternity of the World

A. Three Views of the Universe

1. Orthodox Jewish and Christian Position: Creation ex nihilo
2. The cosmos is transient, but matter always exists in some form.  No creation out of nothing. Cf. Plato’s Timaeus

3. Aristotle’s idea of the eternity of motion

B. Avicenna’s Argument for the Eternity of the World

God is absolute goodness.

Goodness is diffusive of itself. (neoplatonist principle)

Therefore,

God is necessarily creator.

Therefore,

The universe is eternal.

III. Al-Ghazali

Al-Ghazali: On the Incoherence of the Philosophers
Member of the Asharite movement among the Mutakallimun – opponent of the Falsafa.

Al-Ghazali rejected the eternity of the world on two grounds: (a) it contradicts the clear teachings of the Koran and (b) the arguments used to support it are weak arguments.

According to Al-Ghazali, only demonstrative arguments can force a symbolic interpretation of the Koran, but none of the arguments for the eternity of the world are logical demonstrations.  The premises are not self-evident or the inference is formally invalid.

Al-Ghazali presents the so-called kalam cosmological argument. Roughly stated, (i) everything that begins has a cause of its existence, (ii) the universe has a beginning, therefore, (iii) there is a cause of the universe’s existence.

