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XIi. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA.
ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY |

OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
/\Llr vach Tactics
of Cover, Deception
/\v ]l f Attack and
Their F?‘ tiveness
Dl ance of Opening Fire
Defense Tact m"
Umr Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locatir Q Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
24 ” Enemy
ensive Tactics, Own
, Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
UWN TACTICS
Methe of Lo
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
[‘H\,l?
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fil?vvw]
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

1ting Target

Treunds of .60 osliber mmmunition were expended on t:ese positious.

AIRCRART ACTION REPORT (Raclacsiy when

filled out)
. REPORT No_ 8@

ribe action fullysand. cagment freely,

(Narrative and comment. Desc
following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

During the night ehipping wea reported ra delng in Putami Narber,
Chichi Jima. A strike, consisting of 8§ -2 elreraft {rom this usit end
@ T8 sdroraft from the USS SARGENT BAY, was dispatched at 0700 King, to
destroy the shipping., The fighter sireraft fired rocksts st and atrafed
the ships, fwnished fightor cover and strafed ground positions to keep
nnti-alreraft fire dowm.

They nade the first run from 4000 feet epproachling in o 30 degree
clide from the northvest. fums were a8 indicated in the supplement
opposite this pege., Twentyelfour rockets sad 3500 rounds of 60 ealiber
smund tion were fired et the six largest wessels. Five of the vessels
vere identified as being FID or FI0 olass freighters of spproximately
1000 4o 2000 tons. Oune now appearing, larger trensport typo vessel waes
anchored scuth of the above vessels as indicated in the diegrem. This
vesael had high Cresbourd and a large centrally looeted islend., It wes
estimated as belng spproxiuetely 4000 to EO00 toms and wes thought to be
of the TB olass. There wore no direet hits by rockets; three were in the
water and J0-40 foet short, These threeo may have caused damege but none
wes ovidemt, nor was there evidenos of damggo from the strafing., In eddi-
tion to the above ships, there wers six 5C olass freighters tied up east
of the sosplone base awad there were several small eralt moving eabout the
harbor. Rockets wore fired et ebout 1500 feet and most of the strafing
woes done between altitudes of 2000 snd 1000 feet. The Mi-2 alroraft passed
over the target at a speed of 250 knots., Ome of the fighters fired two
rockets at oome barracks or werehouses on the cast side of the harbor
(s00 {7 om dlagram). A smell secondary explosion resulted from s hit om
& bullding 50 feet by 160 feet but there was mo further observetion of this
target.

Al4 sdroralt rooovered Yo the west toward the eatrence of the herber,
Heavy anti-airoraflt tooll them under [ire from csch side of the harbore. It
wap thought to be 8 inch batteories. LS(Jg) J. M. HUSTON wes apparently
hit by this fire a& he approeched the herbor entranwe. None of the other
pllots sew & hit end his sirpleme wee not on fire, but it ouddenly nosed
over inte a 40 degree glide ereshing fago tho water, euploding and buraing.
At the time the plune wvosed over, 4t wus at about 1600 foet altitude amd
wes eabtimateod to have craghed while making about 1756 knets. Thore wee
oo wreckage left afloat and only a greenish yellow spot on the weter marked
the erash, Thers was no evidenoe of a survivor and it is belisved that it
would have been imposeible to survive the orssh and resulting explosion.
(Position of orash is indicated on dlagrsm). The position of the orash
is in eneny territory but possibilitios of compromive of classified
material is considered improbable. He may have been hit end killed by
Mpght fire oo oo one reported observing any densge to the plens; wost of
‘tho bursts in the vieinity where he orashed were from J inoh (or eguiwelent)
\Gm‘ ‘
1 (n the second and third runs the pilets went to G000 foot and usdd the
eloud cover over the esstern part of the islend., They wmade thelr approaches
wutaftl’wclouﬁ ond ettecksd in stesper runs, Those ettecks were on the
‘anti-aireralt posltions whieh swrroundsd the herbor. Two rockets end 4600
The pilo
fired ot the gun flashes. They made high speed runs, 300 kuots indicated
air spood, and stayed above 1000 feet altitude. Tracks of ell runs have
been indicated on the chart. The strafing attecks aro counsidered to have
lossened the effcotivenssa of the snti-sireralt fire, aiding and protecting
the THN airoraft. Ome bomb hit, om shipe, wee cbserved, the fighters were
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not in position to see most ol the bombing attacks.
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